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THINKING WITH PLEASURE
Welcome! This two day workshop will explore analytic approaches and concepts that
address the intimacies, conflicts and synergies between pleasure and risk in gay men’s
sexual practices, cultures, and communities over the past two decades of HIV/AIDS.
Participants will consider key problems and controversies punctuating this history, and
explore how different analytic and methodological approaches participate in – and/or
attempt to transform – the formation of these problems.
By the end of the workshop, participants will have enhanced their familiarity with key
concepts and approaches in HIV social research, queer theory and actor-network theory
(Science & Technology Studies). They will be introduced to ways of using these
literatures to devise new approaches to HIV and drug research that engage with, and
intervene constructively into, sexual practices, cultures and public health problems as
currently practiced.
WORKSHOP FORMAT & READING REQUIREMENTS
The workshop is divided into 4 sessions. A number of readings have been suggested
which participants should read before participating in the workshop.
For each session, one or two Key Readings are listed, and up to 4 Core Readings.
Participants should, at minimum, read the Key Readings, and if time and circumstances
permit, read as many of the Core Readings as possible. Your experience of the workshop
will be enriched if you have time to do so.
Some readings are set for more than one session (so the volume of reading isn’t quite as
daunting as it might have appeared at first to be). Where this is the case, the reading
will be marked with an asterisk.
Ideas for further reading have also been suggested in each session for those who want to
deepen and extend their understanding of the work and ideas addressed in that session.

Cover Art: DAVID McDIARMID
David McDiarmid (1952–1995) was an artist, designer and political activist recognised for his
prominent and sustained artistic engagement in issues relating to gay male identity and HIV/AIDS.
He is also known for his involvement in the gay liberation movement of the early 1970s, when he
was the first person arrested at a gay rights protest in Australia, as well as his artistic direction of
the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras.
The image on the left is one of a series of posters commissioned from McDiarmid by the AIDS Council
of NSW in 19992 for community educational campaigns.
The image on the right is from McDiarmid’s book Toxic Queen (1992), which incorporates
photographs, news articles and cartoons about sexuality issues and AIDS.
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WORKSHOP FACILITATOR
Kane Race is Associate Professor of Gender and Cultural Studies at the University of
Sydney. His work has explored embodied engagements with medicine across a variety of
contexts and cultures of consumption: HIV/AIDS; sexual practice; drug use (both licit
and illicit); and more recently, markets in bottled water.
Kane has published widely on gay community responses to HIV/AIDS, substance use
and harm reduction in social research and policy journals. He is the author of Pleasure
Consuming Medicine: The Queer Politics of Drugs (Duke University Press, 2009) and
Plastic Water: The Social and Material Life of Bottled Water (with Gay Hawkins and Emily
Potter, MIT Press 2015). He is currently completing research on an Australian
Research Council Discovery Project on ‘Changing Spaces of HIV Prevention’, with
a monograph based on this work, The Gay Science, Intimate Experiments with the
Problem of HIV, under contract with Routledge scheduled for release in 2017.
Kane is on the editorial advisory boards of a number of scholarly journals, including
Sexualities; Culture, Health & Sexuality; the International Journal of Drug Policy;
Contemporary Drug Problems; and Writing From Below. He is a founding member of the
Association for the Social Sciences and Humanities in HIV, and currently serves as the
chair of the Queer Contingent of Unharm, a Sydney-based grassroots organization that
campaigns to make drug use as safe, positive and ethical as possible by advocating for
drug policies that enhance people’s own capacities for care and responsibility.

Kane would like to thank the Department of Community Medicine & Global Health and
the Institute of Health & Society at the University of Oslo – in particular Associate
Professor Kåre Moen – for organizing this visit to Oslo, and for the kind invitation to
meet and exchange ideas with researchers, scholars and students working in these
areas.
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SESSION 1: Pleasure/ Expertise
Key Readings
Rampant: How a City Stopped a Plague (2007, dir. Midwinter-Pitt)
[documentary]1
•

Michel Foucault (2011 [1978) The Gay Science. Critical Inquiry 37, 3: 385
– 403

Ø Kane Race (2008) The use of pleasure in harm reduction: Perspectives
from The History of Sexuality. International Journal of Drug Policy 19,5:
417-423.
•

Queering HIV Prevention: An interview with Kane Race
<http://www.trevorhoppe.com/blog/archives/2010/07/queering_hiv_pr
.html>

Extended Core Readings
•

Isabelle Stengers & Olivier Ralet (1997) Drugs: Ethical Choice or Moral
Consensus? In I. Stengers (1997) Power and Invention. University of
Minnesota Press

•

Kane Race (2011). Party Animals: The significance of drug practices in the
materialization of urban gay identity. In Suzanne Fraser and David Moore
(Eds.), The Drug Effect: Health, Crime and Society, (pp. 35-56). Melbourne,
Australia: Cambridge University Press.

Ø Bersani, L. (1987). Is the rectum a grave?. October, 43, 197-222.
Further Reading Suggestions
•

Keane, H. (2003). Critiques of harm reduction, morality and the promise
of human rights. International Journal of Drug Policy, 14(3), 227-232.

•

Sendziuk, P. 2003. Learning to Trust: Australian Responses to HIV/AIDS.
UNSW Press.

•

Kippax, S., & Race, K. (2003). Sustaining safe practice: twenty years on.
Social science & medicine, 57(1), 1-12.

Ø Kane Race (2014). The Difference Practice Makes: Evidence, Articulation,
and Affect in HIV Prevention. AIDS Education and Prevention: an
interdisciplinary journal, 26(3), 256-266.
1
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This film will be screened in the first workshop

SESSION 2: Pleasure, Intentionality & Resistance
Key Readings
•

Tim Dean (2008) Breeding Culture: Barebacking, Bugchasing, Giftgiving.
The Massachusetts Review 49, 1/2: 80-94.

•

Kane Race (2007). Engaging in a culture of barebacking: Gay men and the
risk of HIV prevention. In Kelly Hannah-Moffat and Pat O'Malley (Eds.),
Gendered Risks, (pp. 99-126). Abingdon, UK: Cavendish Publishing
Limited.

Extended Core Readings
•

Annemarie Mol and John Law (2004) Embodied Action, Enacted Bodies:
The example of hypoglaecemia. Body & Society 10(2–3): 43–62

Ø Leo Bersani (1987). Is the rectum a grave?. October, 43, 197-222.
Further Reading Suggestions
Ø Kane Race (2009) ‘Exceptional Sex’. In Pleasure Consuming Medicine: The
Queer Politics of Drugs. Duke University Press

5

•

Barry Adam (2005). Constructing the neoliberal sexual actor:
Responsibility and care of the self in the discourse of barebackers.
Culture, Health & Sexuality, 7(4), 333-346.

•

Tomso, G. (2004). Bug chasing, barebacking, and the risks of care.
Literature and medicine, 23(1), 88-111.

•

David Halperin (2007). What do gay men want?: an essay on sex, risk, and
subjectivity. University of Michigan Press.

•

Lauren Berlant (2007). Slow death (sovereignty, obesity, lateral agency).
Critical Inquiry, 33(4), 754-780.

•

Mol, A. (1999) Ontological politics. In J. Law & J. Hassard (eds.) Actor
Network Theory & After. Blackwell.

SESSION 3: Digital Sex
Key Readings
•

Tim Dean (2009) Cruising as a way of life. In T Dean, Unlimited Intimacy:
Reflections on the subculture of barebacking. University of Chicago Press

•

Kane Race (2015). 'Party and Play': Online hook-up devices and the
emergence of PNP practices among gay men. Sexualities, 18(3), 253-275.

Extended Core Readings
Ø 3. Elizabeth Shove, E. et al. (2007) ‘The Design of Everyday Life’. The
Design of Everyday Life. Berg.
•

Alain Badiou (2012) In Praise of Love. Serpent’s Tail

•

Kane Race (2015). Speculative pragmatism and intimate arrangements:
online hook-up devices in gay life. Culture Health and Sexuality, 17(4),
496-511.]

•

David Fawcett (2016) ‘The chase for intensity’ and ‘Men, drugs and a
deadly virus’. In Lust, Men and Meth: A Gay Man’s Guide to Sex and
Recovery. Healing Path Press

Further Reading Suggestions
Ø Kane Race (2009) ‘Exceptional Sex’. In Pleasure Consuming Medicine: The
Queer Politics of Drugs. Duke University Press.
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•

Halkitis, P. N., Parsons, J. T., & Stirratt, M. J. (2001). A double epidemic:
crystal methamphetamine drug use in relation to HIV transmission.
Journal of homosexuality, 41(2), 17-35.

•

Grov, C. (2004). “make me your death slave”: MSM and use the internet to
intentionally spread HIV. Deviant Behavior, 25(4), 329-349.

•

Kane Race (2014). Complex events: Drug effects and emergent causality.
Contemporary Drug Problems, 41(3), 301-334.

•

Chemsex [Documentary] (2015, dir. Fairman & Gogarty, Vice Productions)

SESSION 4: Methods of Pleasure
Key Readings
Ø Kane Race (2014). The Difference Practice Makes: Evidence, Articulation,
and Affect in HIV Prevention. AIDS Education and Prevention: an
interdisciplinary journal, 26(3), 256-266.
•

William Gaver, A. Boucher, S. Pennington and B. Walker (2004) Cultural
probes and the value of uncertainty. Interactions XI.5: 53-6.

Extended Core Readings
•

Kane Race (2012). Framing Responsibility: HIV, Biomedical Prevention, &
the Performativity of the Law. Journal of Bioethical Inquiry, 9(3), 327-338

•

Fraser, M. (2010) Fact, ethics and event. In C.B. Jensen & K. Rödje (eds.)
Deleuzian Intersections in Science, Technology & Anthropology, pp. 57-82
(New York: Berghahn Press)

Ø Bersani, L. (1987). Is the rectum a grave?. October, 43, 197-222.
Ø Elizabeth Shove, E. et al. (2007) ‘The Design of Everyday Life’. The Design
of Everyday Life. Berg.
Further Reading Suggestions
•

Mike Michael (2012). Anecdote. In Lury, C., & Wakeford, N. (Eds.). (2012).
Inventive methods: The happening of the social. Routledge. pp25-35.

•

Lauren Berlant & Lee Edelman (2013) Sex, or the Unbearable. Duke
University Press.

•

Emilie Gomart and Antoine Hennion (1999) ‘A sociology of attachment:
music amateurs, drug users’, in Law, J. and Hassard, J. (eds) Actor Network
Theory and After. London: Blackwell. pp.220-47.

Ø Kane Race (2008) The use of pleasure in harm reduction: Perspectives
from The History of Sexuality. International Journal of Drug Policy 19,5:
417-423.
•
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Gonçalves, D. M., Kolstee, J., Ryan, D., & Race, K. (2016). Harm Reduction
in Process The ACON Rovers, GHB, and the Art of Paying Attention.
Contemporary Drug Problems, 0091450916661821.

LECTURE PRESENTATIONS
Concluding Workshop Lecture, Tuesday 27 September, 4pm
From Queer Counterpublics to Queer Encountering:
Counterpublic Health in Digital Times
Queer counterpublics have been seen as a significant resource for gay men's HIV
prevention in the critical literature, where they tend to be conceived as
rhizomatic structures consisting of relays among various forms of media
circulation and visible, accessible inhabitations of urban space. While the
theorisation of counterpublics can be criticized for its metro-centricity as well as
its tendency to characterise digitally-arranged sex as ipso facto privatising, this
paper argues that creating contexts for collective reflexivity about private sexual
exchanges persists as an important problem for HIV community education and a
priority for counterpublic health in the digital context.
Concerns about counterpublic health are particularly topical right now, given the
intense governmental assault on 'nightlife' in Australian urban centres (a
traditional locus of LGBTI socialization); not to mention the proliferation of
homonormative discourses which are characteristically HIV, sex and drug phobic
and fail to register the significance of digital sexualities for their
constituents. Compared with previous generations of gay men, the sexual
subjectivities of upcoming generations of same-sex attracted individuals are
being formed in substantially altered conditions, which creates a range of
pedagogical challenges – not least the question of how to promote
acknowledgement of (and non-vitriolic reflexivity around) a range of hidden,
widely engaged in, but presumptively illicit sex/risk practices.
While the literature on online publics is voluminous and impressive, it is often
site-specific and difficult to get a sense of the relevance of these publics to
embodied transformation, or indeed their embeddedness in other forms of
embodied sociality more generally. Referencing a range of empirical examples
drawn from common sexual media engagements among gay and MSM, this paper
argues that some trajectory from private to public – or what I call ‘frameoverflowing’ – is a necessary precondition of counterpublic activity, even while it
intrinsically runs the risk of breaching ethical sensitivities.
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LECTURE PRESENTATIONS
Keynote Lecture Presentation, Friday 30 September, 1pm

Reluctant Objects:
Sexual Pleasure as a Problem for HIV Biomedical Prevention
Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) has so far emerged as a reluctant object in
much gay community discourse, primarily because of its association with the
supposed excesses of unbridled sex. Its approval in the United States sparked
bitter debate and a new round of sexual health moralism issuing mainly from gay
community-based commentators, with initial uptake much slower than expected.
This article considers early gay community responses to PrEP and connects them
to the failure of existing HIV scientific practices to produce inhabitable sexual
pedagogies. The controversy surrounding PrEP speaks to how condoms have
been a way to manage communal fears about sexual excess in the era of AIDS,
providing not only a latex barrier but also symbolic reassurance that gay sex
might in some way be made “safe.” Another mode of attending to what is risky
and exciting about sexual and scientific encounters might be possible in
conceiving them as events.
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